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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claim 44 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The specification, 
as originally filed, does not provide support for "a dead end fitting that comprises 
an aluminum housing that couples with one or more fittings to electrically connect 
a conductor of a first cable with a conductor of a second cable". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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4. Claims 28, 32, 35, 36, and 38-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Seufert et al. (1,539,962). 

Seufert et al. discloses a fitting comprising: a collet (20) comprised of one or 
more sections that form a truncated conical shape, the truncated conical shape 
defining an exterior of the collet, the shape of the collet Comprising an outer 
diameter that increases from a first end to a second end creating an outside slope to 
slide within a collet housing, the collet further comprising a concentrically oriented 
lumen, the lumen having a length and a substantially constant interior radius (21) 
along the length to receive the composite core, the composite core having a 
structure to fit the lumen, the lumen configured and dimensioned to frictionally 
engage the composite core for the length of the lumen; the interior radius of the 
lumen configured and dimensioned to maintain the structure of the composite core, 
and a collet housing ( 1 7) having a first open end to allow the collet to fit into the 
collet housing and a second open end (19) having a smaller internal diameter than 
the first open end, the housing having a funnel- shaped interior (18) configured and 
dimensioned to fit the outside slope of the collet to enable the collet to slide into 
the collet housing, the funnel shaped interior of the housing configured and 
dimensioned to apply increasing compressive forces to the exterior of the collet as 
the collet is further compressed into the collet housing (re claim 28). Seufert et al. 
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also that the collet housing comprises a rigid material that enables the collet 
housing to retain its shape when tension is applied to the composite core and the 
collet is pulled into the collet housing (re claim 32), the fitting further comprises a 
connecting element (14) that couples two or more fittings together to form a splice 
(re claim 35), and the fitting further comprises a connector for operably engaging 
the fitting to a structure to form a dead-end (Figures 2-5) (re claim 36). Seufert et 
al. also discloses a dead end fitting for a core of an electrical power cable, 
comprising a connecting device for operably engaging the dead end fitting and a 
support structure (not shown), a collet housing (11) operable with the connecting 
device, the housing defining a funnel shaped interior, the funnel shaped interior 
defining a first open end (15) configured to receive a conical shaped collet (17) and 
a second open end (conical 1 6) configured and dimensioned to seat a tapered end 
of the conical shaped collet and to receive a length of composite core; and the 
conical shaped collet (17) comprised of one or more sections that form a tapered 
conical shape, the conical shape configured to fit within the funnel shaped interior 
of the collet housing, the collet defining a concentrically oriented lumen for 
receiving and frictionally engaging the core, the lumen defining an interior radius 
(19) configured and dimensioned having a substantially constant diameter to 
substantially conform to an outer shape and size of the core, the interior of the 
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lumen configured and dimensioned to maintain the outer shape and size of the core 
(re claim 38), a compression element (not numbered, see Figure 4, the compression 
element that engages with the first open end of the collet housing 1 1) (re claim 39), 
the second end of the collet housing is configured and dimensioned to allow the 
tapered end of the collet to extend beyond the second end of the collet housing (the 
tapered end of the collet 17 extending beyond the second end of the collet housing 
1 1, see Figures 4-5) (re claim 40), and the collet housing comprises a rigid material 
that enables the collet housing to retain its shape when tension is applied to the 
composite core and the collet is pulled into the collet housing (re claim 41). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 33, 34, 42 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Seufert et al. in view of Vockroth (3,384,704). 

Seufert et al. discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for the 
collet comprising at least two sections of equal size and shape that fit together to 
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form the collet. Vockroth discloses a fitting comprising collet (6) being composed 
of at least two sections of equal size and shape that fit together to form the collet. 
It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the collet of Seufert 
et al. to comprise of at least two sections of equal size and shape that fit together to 
form the collet as taught by Vockroth to ease the step of providing the collet 
around the core since the collet can be provided around the core without threading 
the core end through the collet. 

7. Claims 30, 3 1, 37 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Seufert et al. in view of Berndt (2,988,727). 

Seufert et al. discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for an 
implement that engages with the fist open end of the collet housing to enable 
connection to a second collet housing and acts to drive the collet into the collet 
housing to initiate compression of the collet against the core. Berndt discloses a 
fitting comprising an implement (25, 27) to drive the a collet (20) into a housing 
(13) to compress a core. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
include the implement as taught by Berndt in the fitting of Seufert et al, with the 
implement engaging the first open end of the collet housing, to drive the collet into 
the collet housing to compress the core. Berndt also discloses an aluminum 
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housing (12) that couples with one or more fittings to electrically connect a 
conductor of a first cable to a conductor of a second cable. It would have been 
obvious that instead of using sections 10 and 1 1 and nut 14, one skilled in the art 
would use the aluminum housing as taught by Berndt to couple the fittings of 
Seufert et al. together to ease the step of connecting the two fittings. 



Double Patenting 

8. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to 
prevent the unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" 
granted by a patent and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A 
nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the 
conflicting claims are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is 
not patentably distinct from the reference claim(s) because the examined 
application claim is either anticipated by, or would have been obvious over, the 
reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. 
Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re 
Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 
937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 
(CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 
1.321(d) may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a 
nonstatutory double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent 
either is shown to be commonly owned with this application, or claims an 
invention made as a result of activities undertaken within the scope of a joint 
research agreement. 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign 
a terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully 
comply with 37 CFR 3.73(b). 
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9. Claims 28 and 30-37 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1, 5, 8, and 9 of U.S. 
Patent No. 7,019,217 in view of Seufert et al. Patent '217 discloses a collet, a 
collet housing, an implement, a connecting element, and an aluminum housing. 
Patent '217 does not disclose the lumen having a length and a substantially constant 
interior radius along the length nor the collet not being forcibly pulled through the 
second end of the collet housing. Seufert et al. discloses a fitting comprising a 
collet (17 or 20) having a lumen with a length and a substantially constant interior 
radius (19 or 21) along the length and the collet not being forcibly pulled through 
the second end of a collet housing (collet 20 not being pulled through collet 
housing 17). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to provide the 
lumen of Patent '217 with a substantially constant interior radius along the length 
and to keep the collet within the collet housing as taught by Seufert et al. to 
provide smooth contact between the collet and the core and to keep the core within 
the collet housing. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
10. Claim 29 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Response to Arguments 
1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed 3/2 1/2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Seufert et al. Fails to teach a collet having a lumen 
defined by an interior radius, "the interior radius of the lumen configured and 
dimensioned to maintain the structure of the composite core". Applicant states that 
the conical shape 18 is inserted in the interior end of the sleeve 17, and the conical 
shape cone is designed to splay the inner core when compressive pressure is 
applied to the part. Examiner disagrees because the conical shape 1 8 does have a 
lumen defined by an interior radius (21) which maintains the structure of the core 
when compressive pressure is applied to the part. Likewise, the conical shape 17 
of the dead end fitting of Seufert et al. does have a lumen that is configured and 
dimensioned to maintain the outer shape and size of the core. 
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Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Chau N. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
571-272-1980. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Diego F.F. Gutierrez can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext 
3 1 . The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 
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/Chau N Nguyen/ 

Chau N Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2831 



